
May 12, 2020 

Dear Manhasset Families, 

It’s hard to believe that it has been almost two full months since our buildings closed to 
students and staff. We miss your kids greatly. While we are still connected through 
technology, nothing can replace the smiles, laughter and energy that comes with a 
typical school day. 

As we look to the remainder of the school year, I know there are many questions as to 
what lies ahead. As you know by now, the Governor has announced that schools will 
remain physically closed through the end of the 2019-2020 academic year. As such, 
Phase 3 of our Continuity of Learning plan will continue through the remainder of this 
school year. 

We are also actively preparing alternative plans for many of the elementary and 
secondary end-of-year events that our district traditionally celebrates. For our seniors in 
particular, we have been working with their input to develop a plan that recognizes their 
accomplishments in a way that is meaningful and celebratory, yet safe. Building 
principals will be sharing such details as they are finalized. 

As of this writing, the Governor has stated that he would provide guidance regarding the 
opening of physical buildings for summer programs by the end of May. Should it be 
necessary, we are planning to offer many of our summer programs remotely. We 
understand that parents are eager to solidify their plans for the summer months, so as 
soon as we are provided with more information, we will share the details with you. 

Like many of you, we are mindful of how this pandemic will affect our school 
community for the fall. While we do not know what lies ahead for the reopening of 
schools in September, we are already planning for the possibility that we may not be 
permitted to fully reopen. Contingency planning is occurring at both a regional and local 
level. We are currently reaching out to representatives of all constituent groups with the 
intent of building upon our Continuity of Learning plan, should it be necessary to 
implement in the fall or at any time during the 2020-2021 school year.  

An essential component of our planning for the 2020-2021 school year requires the 
development of a school budget to be presented to the voters. By Executive Order, the 
Governor has mandated that the school budget vote and trustee election be held 
on Tuesday, June 9, 2020 by absentee ballot only. Absentee ballots will be mailed 
to registered voters within the coming weeks and must be returned to the District by 5 
p.m. on June 9, 2020. More details regarding the proposed School Budget and voting 
process will be available on the District’s website. 

The Board of Education will hold an informal budget hearing on Thursday, May 14, 
2020 at 8 p.m. and will adopt their proposed budget for the 2020-2021 school year at 
their meeting on Thursday, May 21, 2020. A Budget Hearing will be held on Thursday, 
May 28, 2020 at 8 p.m. All meetings of the Board of Education are currently being held 
via Zoom video conferencing. Further information can be found on the Board of 
Education webpage. 

https://www.manhassetschools.org/Page/9008
webextlink://A%20Budget%20Hearing%20will%20be%20held%20on%20Thursday,%20May%2028,%202020%20at%208%20p.m.%20All%20meetings%20of%20the%20Board%20of%20Education%20are%20currently%20being%20held%20via%20Zoom%20video%20conferencing./
webextlink://A%20Budget%20Hearing%20will%20be%20held%20on%20Thursday,%20May%2028,%202020%20at%208%20p.m.%20All%20meetings%20of%20the%20Board%20of%20Education%20are%20currently%20being%20held%20via%20Zoom%20video%20conferencing./
webextlink://A%20Budget%20Hearing%20will%20be%20held%20on%20Thursday,%20May%2028,%202020%20at%208%20p.m.%20All%20meetings%20of%20the%20Board%20of%20Education%20are%20currently%20being%20held%20via%20Zoom%20video%20conferencing./
https://www.manhassetschools.org/Page/10066
https://www.manhassetschools.org/Page/10066


Please accept my continued best wishes for your family during this time. As always, we 
will continue to keep you updated with any new developments and look forward to when 
we can once again be together. 

Warmly, 

Dr. Vincent Butera 

Superintendent of Schools 

 


